August 18, 2017
Scripture
Matthew 19: 3-12
Some Pharisees approached Jesus, and tested him, saying,
"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause whatever?"
He said in reply, "Have you not read that from the beginning
the Creator made them male and female and said,
For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore, what God has joined together, man must not separate."
They said to him, "Then why did Moses command
that the man give the woman a bill of divorce and dismiss her?"
He said to them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives,
but from the beginning it was not so.
I say to you, whoever divorces his wife
(unless the marriage is unlawful)
and marries another commits adultery."
His disciples said to him,
"If that is the case of a man with his wife,
it is better not to marry."
He answered, "Not all can accept this word,
but only those to whom that is granted.
Some are incapable of marriage because they were born so;
some, because they were made so by others;

some, because they have renounced marriage
for the sake of the Kingdom of heaven.
Whoever can accept this ought to accept it."

Our Scripture Reflection
In today's Gospel text, we read Jesus' teaching on marriage: One man, one
woman for life....period.

Food for your Journey
Lots of research shows that love is more effective at bringing us together
than keeping us together. You may have heard the saying, "Love is easy;
relationships are hard." The truth is relationships are hard because love is
easy. Strong feelings and sensations of any kind carry an illusion of certainty.
With the exception of resentment, no emotional experience has more illusion
of certainty than love.
--Steven Stosny, "Love, Marriage, Uncertainty," psychologytoday.com.
Retrieved March 9, 2013.

A Prayer from the Heart
Dear Jesus, May all who are married and with children remain strong and
faithful to their commitment to each other and to You. May they reveal Your
love in our world. Amen.

