October 7, 2017
Scripture
Luke 10: 17-24
The seventy-two disciples returned rejoicing and said to Jesus,
"Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name."
Jesus said, "I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.
Behold, I have given you the power
'to tread upon serpents' and scorpions
and upon the full force of the enemy
and nothing will harm you.
Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you,
but rejoice because your names are written in heaven."
At that very moment he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said,
"I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
for although you have hidden these things
from the wise and the learned
you have revealed them to the childlike.
Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
No one knows who the Son is except the Father,
and who the Father is except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him."
Turning to the disciples in private he said,
"Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.
For I say to you,
many prophets and kings desired to see what you see,

but did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it."

Our Scripture Reflection
The disciples return from their mission rejoicing at the wonderful things that
they accomplished because of their use of the name of Jesus. It was His
power and authority that made their mission successful. They must
remember, and so must we, that the good we accomplish in this life is
because of the power of Jesus working through us.

Food for your Journey
At a benefit dinner a few years ago, actor Jimmy Stewart gave a speech in
which he tried to define leadership. Denis Waitley was there, and he
summarized Stewart's speech as follows:
"Real leaders come in all shapes and sizes and from all walks of life. But they
all have a few things in common:
"They are never so big that they can't bend down to help someone else.
"They are never so wise that they don't remember who taught them.
"They are never so gifted that they won't share their skills with others.
"They are never so fearless that they don't play by the rules and live by the
law.
"They are never such big winners that they forget what it feels like to lose."
--Denis Waitley,
The New Dynamics of Winning: Gain the Mindset of a Champion for Unlimited
Success in Business and Life
(New York: William Morrow, 1993), 145-46.
Dear Jesus, You love me and trust me to do good things for others in Your
holy name. May I continue to see wonderful things happen as I give Your love
and compassion to Your people. Amen.

