October 9, 2017
Scripture
Luke 10: 25-37
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said,
"Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law?
How do you read it?"
He said in reply,
"You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart,
with all your being,
with all your strength,
and with all your mind,
and your neighbor as yourself."
He replied to him, "You have answered correctly;
do this and you will live."
But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus,
"And who is my neighbor?"
Jesus replied,
"A man fell victim to robbers
as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead.
A priest happened to be going down that road,
but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
Likewise a Levite came to the place,
and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.

But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him
was moved with compassion at the sight.
He approached the victim,
poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.
Then he lifted him up on his own animal,
took him to an inn, and cared for him.
The next day he took out two silver coins
and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction,
'Take care of him.
If you spend more than what I have given you,
I shall repay you on my way back.'
Which of these three, in your opinion,
was neighbor to the robbers' victim?"
He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy."
Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Our Scripture Reflections
The scholar of the Law was quite full of himself ("he wished to justify himself)
and obviously had contempt for the One whom he considered
unsophisticated. After all, Jesus came from the little, insignificant town of
Nazareth. However, he got more than he bargained for from Our Lord with
His response to the scholar's self-righteous question. Who really is a
neighbor? The person who is capable of showing unconditional and sacrificial
love, especially when nobody is watching.

Food for your Journey
A Good Samaritan law is a legal principle that prevents a rescuer who has
voluntarily helped a victim in distress from being successfully sued for
wrongdoing. Its purpose is to keep people from being reluctant to help a
stranger in need for fear of legal repercussions should they make some
mistake in treatment. By contrast, a duty to rescue law requires people to
offer assistance, and holds those who fail to do so liable.
--From Wikipedia entry, "Good Samaritan law."

A Prayer from the Heart

Dear Jesus, Like the Good Samaritan, may I always show Your mercy and
compassion to those who are in need. Amen.

