February 23,2018

Scripture
Ezekiel 18: 21-28
Thus says the Lord GOD:
If the wicked man turns away from all the sins he committed,
if he keeps all my statutes and does what is right and just,
he shall surely live, he shall not die.
None of the crimes he committed shall be remembered against him;
he shall live because of the virtue he has practiced.
Do I indeed derive any pleasure from the death of the wicked?
says the Lord GOD.
Do I not rather rejoice when he turns from his evil way
that he may live?
And if the virtuous man turns from the path of virtue to do evil,
the same kind of abominable things that the wicked man does,
can he do this and still live?
None of his virtuous deeds shall be remembered,
because he has broken faith and committed sin;
because of this, he shall die.
You say, "The LORD's way is not fair!"
Hear now, house of Israel:
Is it my way that is unfair, or rather, are not your ways unfair?
When someone virtuous turns away from virtue to commit iniquity, and dies,
it is because of the iniquity he committed that he must die.
But if the wicked, turning from the wickedness he has committed,
does what is right and just,

he shall preserve his life;
since he has turned away from all the sins that he committed.

Our Scripture Reflection
The Prophet Ezekiel gives us a wonderful perspective on our Lenten discipline.
We fast, pray and give alms as a sign to our merciful Lord that we choose to
accept His offer of salvation. How good it is to know that God desires nothing
more than eternal life for His wayward children.

Food for your Journey
You cannot repent too soon, because you do not know how soon it may
become too late.
—Thomas Fuller.

A Prayer from the Heart
Gracious Father, Accept my humble acts of prayer, fasting and almsgiving as
a sign of my desire to repent and receive Your mercy. Cleanse my heart and
make me Holy, Lord. Amen

