April 1, 2018
Scripture
John 20: 1-9
On the first day of the week,
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning,
while it was still dark,
and saw the stone removed from the tomb.
So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them,
"They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
and we don't know where they put him."
So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb.
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter
and arrived at the tomb first;
he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.
When Simon Peter arrived after him,
he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there,
and the cloth that had covered his head,
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place.
Then the other disciple also went in,
the one who had arrived at the tomb first,
and he saw and believed.
For they did not yet understand the Scripture
that he had to rise from the dead.

Our Scripture Reflection
Happy Easter! Only John gives us the account of the Easter morning foot
race. This detail begs the question: “Why did the unnamed beloved disciple
outrun Peter?” Because he loved Jesus more. Only he was at the foot of the
cross as his Lord was dying. Peter the sandstone was in hiding with the other
faithless disciples. The Beloved Disciple’s love for Jesus not only enabled him
to outrun Peter but it also gave him the ability to trust and believe in what
Jesus had promised about “rising again.” Notice please: he did not need to
examine the burial clothes as Peter did. To love really is to believe!

Food for your Journey
Some find significance in friendship: "The human journey is so short. We no
sooner realize that we are here than it is already time for us to be leaving.
The brevity of life gives a subconscious urgency to our desire to know
ourselves. Dostoyevsky said that one of the greatest tragedies is that so
many people live their lives without ever finding themselves in themselves.
Perhaps this is what a friendship gives us. The real mirror of your life and
soul is your true friend. A friend helps you to glimpse who you really are and
what you are doing here." -- John O'Donohue,
"Soul to Soul," Utne Reader,
November-December 1997, 33.

A Prayer from the Heart
Christians, to the Paschal Victim Offer your thankful praises!
A Lamb the sheep redeems: Christ, who only is sinless, Reconciles sinners to
the Father.
Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: The Prince of life,
who died, reigns immortal.
Speak, Mary, declaring What you saw, wayfaring. "The tomb of Christ, who
is living, The glory of Jesus' resurrection;
Bright angels attesting, The shroud and napkin resting. Yes, my Christ my
hope is arisen:

To Galilee he goes before you." Christ indeed from death is risen, our new
life obtaining. Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
Amen. Alleluia.

