August 13, 2018
Scripture
Matthew 17: 22-27
As Jesus and his disciples were gathering in Galilee,
Jesus said to them,
"The Son of Man is to be handed over to men,
and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day."
And they were overwhelmed with grief.
When they came to Capernaum,
the collectors of the temple tax approached Peter and said,
"Does not your teacher pay the temple tax?"
"Yes," he said.
When he came into the house, before he had time to speak,
Jesus asked him, "What is your opinion, Simon?
From whom do the kings of the earth take tolls or census tax?
From their subjects or from foreigners?"
When he said, "From foreigners," Jesus said to him,
"Then the subjects are exempt.
But that we may not offend them, go to the sea, drop in a hook,
and take the first fish that comes up.
Open its mouth and you will find a coin worth twice the temple tax.
Give that to them for me and for you."

Our Scripture Reflection

Although paying taxes is the least pleasant activity for many people, for Jesus
it was part of fulfilling His duty as a member of the human community.
However, He taught that all of us have a sacred duty to give our allegiance
in faith to our Heavenly Father. We do so by loving and serving Him and the
One He sent as Our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Food for your Journey
A tax loophole is something that benefits the other guy. If it benefits you, it
is tax reform.
--Russell B. Long.

A Prayer from the Heart
Dear Jesus, I surrender my life to You and the work of Your Kingdom. Help
me to remain faithful and true to You. As I worship You and serve You, May
I also draw others to You. Amen

