December 19, 2018
Scripture
Luke 1: 5-25
In the days of Herod, King of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah
of the priestly division of Abijah;
his wife was from the daughters of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth.
Both were righteous in the eyes of God,
observing all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly.
But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren
and both were advanced in years.
Once when he was serving as priest
in his division's turn before God,
according to the practice of the priestly service,
he was chosen by lot
to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to burn incense.
Then, when the whole assembly of the people was praying outside
at the hour of the incense offering,
the angel of the Lord appeared to him,
standing at the right of the altar of incense.
Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came upon him.
But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
because your prayer has been heard.

Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you shall name him John.
And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth,
for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.
He will drink neither wine nor strong drink.
He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's womb,
and he will turn many of the children of Israel
to the Lord their God.
He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah
to turn the hearts of fathers toward children
and the disobedient to the understanding of the righteous,
to prepare a people fit for the Lord."
Then Zechariah said to the angel,
"How shall I know this?
For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years."
And the angel said to him in reply,
"I am Gabriel, who stand before God.
I was sent to speak to you and to announce to you this good news.
But now you will be speechless and unable to talk
until the day these things take place,
because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled at their proper time."
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah
and were amazed that he stayed so long in the sanctuary.
But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them,
and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.
He was gesturing to them but remained mute.
Then, when his days of ministry were completed, he went home.
After this time his wife Elizabeth conceived,
and she went into seclusion for five months, saying,
"So has the Lord done for me at a time when he has seen fit
to take away my disgrace before others."

Our Scripture Reflection
St. Luke goes out of his way to show us through the eyewitness accounts he
has received that Jesus’ life from beginning to end was surrounded by holy

and prayerful people. In today’s Gospel reading we encounter a prayerful
man, a priestly man named Zechariah. But like all of us, Zechariah
experiences a lapse in his faith. “How can this be...?” is his quite human
response to the Angel’s announcement of John the Baptist’s conception and
birth. But God did not leave him in his doubt. Zechariah would demonstrate
in time an incredible faith in our Lord.

Food for your Journey
What’s in a name? Do the titles and names of Jesus hold a significance?
In the days when the Bible was being written, the Israelites often chose
names for their babies based on the child’s character or appearance, i.e.,
Esau (hairy) and Korah (bald). Some babies were named because of an
incident at their birth or their names were based on some hope or prayer of
the parent, as in Zechariah’s name (God has remembered).
Sometimes babies received the name of an everyday object, like Tamar (palm
tree), and Tabitha (gazelle).
Parents often named their children by the time of day they were born. For
example: Shaharaim (dawn), Hodesh (new moon).
The condition of the mother also frequently inspired a name: Leah
(exhausted) and Mahli (sick).
—allaboutjesuschrist.org/names-of-jesus.htm. Retrieved June 13, 2007.

A Prayer from the Heart
Dear God, While I may not be thinking about my faith a whole lot during this
time of the year, I ask You to help me use the joy of this holy season as a
tool to deepen my faith. May I know beyond doubt that the Baby to come IS
my Lord and Savior. Amen

