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Scripture
Mark 12: 28-34
One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him,
"Which is the first of all the commandments?"
Jesus replied, "The first is this:
Hear, O Israel!
The Lord our God is Lord alone!
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind,
and with all your strength.
The second is this:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no other commandment greater than these."
The scribe said to him, "Well said, teacher.
You are right in saying,
He is One and there is no other than he.
And to love him with all your heart,
with all your understanding,
with all your strength,
and to love your neighbor as yourself
is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."
And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding,
he said to him,

"You are not far from the Kingdom of God."
And no one dared to ask him any more questions.

Our Scripture Reflection
The scribes were religious lawyers and scholars of the Law who spent hours
and hours debating which of the Commandments was the weightiest. One of
them approaches Jesus to get His “opinion”. Jesus took two Old Testament
Scriptures, Dt. 6:5 and Lev. 19:18 and put them together as one: To truly,
wholly and fully love God, one must also love the neighbor as oneself. No one
had ever taught such a lesson before, but then, none of the other teachers
was God made man. The young scribe left that day with more than he could
ever have imaged he would have received from Jesus!

Food for your Journey
To translate the Hebrew word torah as simply "law" is misleading, because in
the English language we tend to think of law mainly in its restrictive function.
Our laws are a generally agreed-upon list of dos and don'ts, and not much
more than that.
The meaning of torah is far richer. Rabbinical students are encouraged not
just to memorize the law, but to meditate on it, to internalize it. Psalm 1
promises that those who do this will be "like trees planted by rivers of water."
In the Jewish understanding, God's law nourishes the soul. God's law is life.
How different this is from the pinnacle of our legal education system, the bar
exam! Bar exams are values-blind. They're all about knowledge. There's no
guarantee that attorneys who garner near-perfect scores on the bar exam
won't defraud their clients.
Studying torah -- the lifelong preoccupation of the scribe who questions Jesus
-- is very different. It's really about learning God's way of doing things. This
is why the scribe doesn't consider it a stretch for Jesus to answer his question
about the most important point of the law by talking about love.

A Prayer from the Heart

Dear God, Anyone can read and memorize a number of scripture passages
and quote them here and there. But to live them, that’s the challenge. Help
me, Lord, to live what I profess to believe each and every day. Amen

