April 13, 2019
Scripture
John 11: 45-56
Many of the Jews who had come to Mary
and seen what Jesus had done began to believe in him.
But some of them went to the Pharisees
and told them what Jesus had done.
So the chief priests and the Pharisees
convened the Sanhedrin and said,
"What are we going to do?
This man is performing many signs.
If we leave him alone, all will believe in him,
and the Romans will come
and take away both our land and our nation."
But one of them, Caiaphas,
who was high priest that year, said to them,
"You know nothing,
nor do you consider that it is better for you
that one man should die instead of the people,
so that the whole nation may not perish."
He did not say this on his own,
but since he was high priest for that year,
he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation,
and not only for the nation,
but also to gather into one the dispersed children of God.

So from that day on they planned to kill him.
So Jesus no longer walked about in public among the Jews,
but he left for the region near the desert,
to a town called Ephraim,
and there he remained with his disciples.
Now the Passover of the Jews was near,
and many went up from the country to Jerusalem
before Passover to purify themselves.
They looked for Jesus and said to one another
as they were in the temple area, "What do you think?
That he will not come to the feast?"

Our Scripture Reflection
Initially the criticism by the Jewish leaders against Jesus was about a
perceived popularity contest rooted in a sinful abuse of power. Jesus through
His words and works was attracting their crowds, that is, their influence,
money and power. They wanted Him dead. To justify their thinking they plot
to use Jesus as a scapegoat in an attempt to ease their guilty consciences.
After all, they would never want to be seen as murderers would they?

Food for your Journey
An African proverb goes, "You only see what you know." In Hebrew, to "know
God" means to become one with -- the most intimate language imaginable.
Be still and KNOW.

A Prayer from the Heart
Dear God, Sin hurts people and it hurts those who commit sin. Participation
in evil degrades the sinner and risks destroying one’s soul. With the help of
Your holy Grace, may I avoid the near occasions of sin. Amen

