April 16, 2019
Scripture
John 13: 21-38
Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and testified,
"Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me."
The disciples looked at one another, at a loss as to whom he meant.
One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved,
was reclining at Jesus' side.
So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant.
He leaned back against Jesus' chest and said to him,
"Master, who is it?"
Jesus answered,
"It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped it."
So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas,
son of Simon the Iscariot.
After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him.
So Jesus said to him, "What you are going to do, do quickly."
Now none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him.
Some thought that since Judas kept the money bag, Jesus had told him,
"Buy what we need for the feast,"
or to give something to the poor.
So Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night.
When he had left, Jesus said,
"Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.
If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself,

and he will glorify him at once.
My children, I will be with you only a little while longer.
You will look for me, and as I told the Jews,
'Where I go you cannot come,' so now I say it to you."
Simon Peter said to him, "Master, where are you going?"
Jesus answered him,
"Where I am going, you cannot follow me now,
though you will follow later."
Peter said to him,
"Master, why can I not follow you now?
I will lay down my life for you."
Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me?
Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow
before you deny me three times."

Our Scripture Reflection
Please note a most important detail in John’s account of the Last Supper:
Jesus does not wait for Judas to dip into His dish; Jesus dips and hands His
betrayer the food and then promptly dispatches Judas to go off and do his
evil deed. Why? Jesus, God, always was, always is and always will be in
charge. He was sent by His Father to give His life for us and nothing will deter
Him.

Food for your Journey
Joe Hensley relates the following story about a soldier, a soldier in the Israeli
army.
“One day he was on patrol in an area of occupied Palestine when he felt a
rock strike him in the back. Before he had a chance to turn around, another
rock had struck him in the shoulder, then another hit his helmet.
“He whirled around, his rifle ready to fire. In his sights were several
Palestinian children. Children. They were picking up more stones to throw at
him. The soldier did not want to fire, but he could not allow them to attack
him again.
“Suddenly, he had an idea. He bent down and picked up three of the rocks.
He picked them up and began to juggle. Yes, juggle. The children were

mesmerized and forgot about their stones. The soldier did a few tricks, and
the children laughed. Then he did a grand finale, and they applauded. He
took a bow and walked away.
“No, that soldier did not end the war with his action. But he took what had
been hurled as weapons and transformed them into objects of wonder. He
took a broken moment and made it whole with the laughter of children. That
moment revealed God’s shalom.”
It’s not likely that that soldier was a Christian, but he knew something about
the peace of God, the same peace we believe Jesus the Christ came to bring
us and to give us in his death and resurrection. Hensley continues: “Christ
took the cross, a tool of torture and death, and transformed it into a symbol
of salvation. Christ took death and transformed it into life. Christ took our
despair and turned it into hope. He took our sins and juggled them before
our eyes that we might forget our hatred and focus on his power and love.”

A Prayer from the Heart
Dear God, During times of trouble when all seems so dark, help me to know,
without doubt, that You are in control. May I always seek out Jesus, Who is
forever the Light of the world. Amen

