April 18, 2019
Scripture
John 13: 1-15
Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come
to pass from this world to the Father.
He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end.
The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him
over.
So, during supper,
fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power
and that he had come from God and was returning to God,
he rose from supper and took off his outer garments.
He took a towel and tied it around his waist.
Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples' feet
and dry them with the towel around his waist.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
"Master, are you going to wash my feet?"
Jesus answered and said to him,
"What I am doing, you do not understand now,
but you will understand later."
Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet."
Jesus answered him,
"Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me."
Simon Peter said to him,

"Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well."
Jesus said to him,
"Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed,
for he is clean all over;
so you are clean, but not all."
For he knew who would betray him;
for this reason, he said, "Not all of you are clean."
So when he had washed their feet
and put his garments back on and reclined at table again,
he said to them, "Do you realize what I have done for you?
You call me 'teacher' and 'master,' and rightly so, for indeed I am.
If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet,
you ought to wash one another's feet.
I have given you a model to follow,
so that as I have done for you, you should also do."

Our Scripture Reflection
Jewish Law held that not even a Jewish slave was allowed to wash the feet
of his master. But once again, Our Lord breaks with the Law as He washes
the dirty feet of His apostles. In doing so He attempts to teach His apostles
the meaning of true and humble service. The ultimate lesson will come on
Calvary.

Food for your Journey
On August 16, 1987, Northwest Airlines flight 225 crashed just after taking
off from the Detroit airport, killing 155 people.
One survived: a 4 year old from Tempe, Arizona, named Cecelia.
News accounts say when rescuers found Cecelia they did not believe she had
been on the plane. Investigators first assumed Cecelia had been a passenger
in one of the cars on the highway onto which the airliner crashed. But when
the passenger register for the flight was checked, there was Cecelia’s name.
Cecelia survived because, even as the plane was falling, Cecelia’s mother,
Paula Chican, unbuckled her own seat belt, got down on her knees in front of
her daughter, wrapped her arms and body around Cecelia, and then would
not let her go.

Nothing could separate that child from her parent’s love — neither tragedy
nor disaster, neither the fall nor the flames that followed, neither height nor
depth, neither life nor death.
—Keith Smith, “How to win the Christian race,” Bible Center Web Site,
Biblecenter.com. Retrieved October 3, 2003.

A Prayer from the Heart
Dear God, Please take away my false pride, arrogance and self-centeredness
and make me humble. I want to serve and imitate Jesus. Amen

