May 25, 2019
Scripture
John 15: 18-21
Jesus said to his disciples:
"If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first.
If you belonged to the world, the world would love its own;
but because you do not belong to the world,
and I have chosen you out of the world,
the world hates you.
Remember the word I spoke to you,
'No slave is greater than his master.'
If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.
If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.
And they will do all these things to you on account of my name,
because they do not know the one who sent me."

Our Scripture Reflection
When you stop and think about it, it can boggle the mind to think that people
hated Jesus so much that they tortured and killed Him. What did He do but
love? Even those who hurt Him? My Friends, that’s what sin and evil do.
That’s the sad side of life. And, if you dare to live and love as Jesus
did....expect the same. Christ-like love costs. But what choice do we have,
if we really love Jesus?

Food for your Journey
I recently heard a story on the radio. A reporter was covering that conflict in
the middle of Sarajevo, and he saw a little girl shot by a sniper. The reporter
threw down his pad and pencil, and stopped being a reporter for a few
minutes. He rushed to the man who was holding the child, and helped them
both into his car.
As the reporter stepped on the accelerator, racing to the hospital, the man
holding the bleeding child said, "Hurry, my friend, my child is still alive."
A moment or two later, "Hurry, my friend, my child is still breathing."
A moment later, "Hurry, my friend, my child is still warm."
Finally, "Hurry. Oh, God, my child is getting cold."
When they got to the hospital, the little girl was dead. As the two men were
in the lavatory, washing the blood off their hands and their clothes, the man
turned to the reporter and said, "This is a terrible task for me. I must go tell
her father that his child is dead. He will be heartbroken."
The reporter was amazed. He looked at the grieving man and said, "I thought
she was your child."
The man looked back and said, "No, but aren't they all our children?"
Yes, they are all our children. They are also God's children as well, and he
has entrusted us with their care in Sarajevo, in Somalia, in New York City, in
Los Angeles, in my hometown of Perry, Georgia, and here in Washington,
D.C.
--Jim Wallis,
Who Speaks For God?
(New York:Delacorte Press, 1996), 72-73.

A Prayer from the Heart
People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered,
LOVE THEM ANYWAY

If you do good, people will accuse you of
selfish, ulterior motives,
DO GOOD ANYWAY
If you are successful,
you win false friends and true enemies,
SUCCEED ANYWAY
The good you do will be forgotten tomorrow,
DO GOOD ANYWAY
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable,
BE HONEST AND FRANK ANYWAY
What you spent years building may be
destroyed overnight,
BUILD ANYWAY
People really need help
but may attack you if you help them,
HELP PEOPLE ANYWAY
Give the world the best you have
And you’ll get kicked in the teeth,
GIVE THE WORLD THE BEST YOU’VE GOT ANYWAY. Amen

