Daily Reflections
August 1, 2016
Scripture
Jeremiah 28: 1-17
In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah,
in the fifth month of the fourth year,
the prophet Hananiah, son of Azzur, from Gibeon,
said to me in the house of the LORD
in the presence of the priests and all the people:
“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:
‘I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.
Within two years I will restore to this place
all the vessels of the temple of the LORD which Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, took away from this place to Babylon.
And I will bring back to this place Jeconiah,
son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
and all the exiles of Judah who went to Babylon,’ says the LORD,
‘for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.’”
The prophet Jeremiah answered the prophet Hananiah

in the presence of the priests and all the people assembled
in the house of the LORD, and said:
Amen! thus may the LORD do!
May he fulfill the things you have prophesied
by bringing the vessels of the house of the LORD
and all the exiles back from Babylon to this place!
But now, listen to what I am about to state in your hearing
and the hearing of all the people.
From of old, the prophets who were before you and me prophesied
war, woe, and pestilence against many lands and mighty kingdoms.
But the prophet who prophesies peace
is recognized as truly sent by the LORD
only when his prophetic prediction is fulfilled.
Thereupon the prophet Hananiah took the yoke
from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and broke it,
and said in the presence of all the people:
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Even so, within two years
I will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
from off the neck of all the nations.’”
At that, the prophet Jeremiah went away.
Some time after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke
from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah,
The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:
Go tell Hananiah this:
Thus says the LORD:
By breaking a wooden yoke, you forge an iron yoke!
For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:
A yoke of iron I will place on the necks
of all these nations serving Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
and they shall serve him; even the beasts of the field I give him.
To the prophet Hananiah the prophet Jeremiah said:
Hear this, Hananiah!
The LORD has not sent you,
and you have raised false confidence in this people.
For this, says the LORD, I will dispatch you from the face of the earth;
this very year you shall die,

because you have preached rebellion against the LORD.
That same year, in the seventh month, Hananiah the prophet died.

Our Scripture Reflection
Today's text fits so well this election season in which we find ourselves.
One of the biggest complaints of voters is about politicians who promise the
sun and moon until the elections are over then they forget about those who
elected them and the promises made. Hananiah is a professional prophet who
is on King Zedekiah's payroll. He says exactly what his boss wants to hear.
Then along comes Jeremiah. He is God's prophet and speaks what he is told
to speak by God. The problem? His message is rarely well received because
it goes against the political system. Jeremiah, however, will not back down
from the truth no matter how much suffering it costs him. He is faithful to
God alone and above all.

Food for your Journey
Christian ethics is not a matter of discovering what's going on in the world
and getting in tune with it. It isn't a matter of doing things to earn God's
favor. It is not about trying to obey dusty rulebooks from long ago or far
away. It is about practicing, in the present, the tunes we shall sing in God's
new world.

--N.T. Wright, Simply
(Zondervan, 2010), 222.
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Prayer from the Heart
Dear Jesus, in this world that seems to have lost its way, give me the
courage to follow you who are the way, the truth and the life. May I serve as
an inspiration and source of hope to others. Amen.

