Daily Reflections
July 25, 2016
Scripture
Matthew 20:20-28
The mother of the sons of Zebedee approached Jesus with her sons
and did him homage, wishing to ask him for something.
He said to her,
“What do you wish?”
She answered him,
“Command that these two sons of mine sit,
one at your right and the other at your left, in your Kingdom.”
Jesus said in reply,
“You do not know what you are asking.
Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?”
They said to him, “We can.”
He replied,
“My chalice you will indeed drink,
but to sit at my right and at my left, this is not mine to give
but is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.”

When the ten heard this,
they became indignant at the two brothers.
But Jesus summoned them and said,
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and the great ones make their authority over them felt.
But it shall not be so among you.
Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant;
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave.
Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Our Scripture Reflection
What about Our Lord's prediction of His horrible passion did James and
John not understand? No sooner than He does, they send their mother to ask
(how cowardly) if they could be big shots in His Heavenly reign. When Jesus
asked them if they would be willing to drink from His chalice, that is, take
part in His "cup of suffering", how quickly they respond "yes." The fact is,
when Our Lord was suffering, they were nowhere to be found! Only after
Easter did they truly understand what it meant to be a genuine disciple:
humble service to others.

Food for your Journey
Talent is God-given. Be humble.
Fame is man-given. Be grateful.
Conceit is self-given. Be careful.
--Legendary UCLA basketball coach, John Woode

Prayer from the Heart
Dear Jesus, You endured a horrible death for the sake of my salvation. As
You humbly gave everything for me, help me, Lord, to be humble and
generous in giving of myself for others. Amen.

