Daily Reflections
August 7, 2016
Scripture
Luke 12:32-48
Jesus said to his disciples:
“Do not be afraid any longer, little flock,
for your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.
Sell your belongings and give alms.
Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven
that no thief can reach nor moth destroy.
For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.
“Gird your loins and light your lamps
and be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding,
ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.
Blessed are those servants
whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.
Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself,
have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them.
And should he come in the second or third watch

and find them prepared in this way,
blessed are those servants.
Be sure of this:
if the master of the house had known the hour
when the thief was coming,
he would not have let his house be broken into.
You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect,
the Son of Man will come.”
Then Peter said,
“Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?”
And the Lord replied,
“Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward
whom the master will put in charge of his servants
to distribute the food allowance at the proper time?
Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds doing so.
Truly, I say to you, the master will put the servant
in charge of all his property.
But if that servant says to himself,
‘My master is delayed in coming,’
and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants,
to eat and drink and get drunk,
then that servant’s master will come
on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour
and will punish the servant severely
and assign him a place with the unfaithful.
That servant who knew his master’s will
but did not make preparations nor act in accord with his will
shall be beaten severely;
and the servant who was ignorant of his master’s will
but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating
shall be beaten only lightly.
Much will be required of the person entrusted with much,
and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.”

Our Scripture Reflection
The deeper meaning of this wonderful Gospel from Luke, lies in Jesus'
words, "Where your treasure is there your heart will be." What is of value to

us is where we always focus our attention and care. However, the Lord also
informs us that we are "stewards" of what He has entrusted to us. Nothing
ultimately belongs to us, everything is on loan and entrusted to our care, our
stewardship. We will be judged one day on how we cared for that which was
placed into our stewardship. When that time comes, and only He knows when
that will be, may He find us ready and able to give a good account of our
service.

Food for your Journey
Francis of Assisi (1182-1226), was hoeing his garden when one of his
brothers in Christ put the same question to him. “Come what may,” he
answered, “I would finish hoeing my garden.” In a sense, the Scripture
readings for today invite each member of the gathered assembly to become
engaged in a similar reflection. What would you do if you knew that this day
would be your last? What would you not do? How would you prepare to meet
God? Where would you go? With whom would you spend your remaining
hours? (Patricia D Sanchez).

A U.S. Army officer told of the contrast in his pupils during two different
eras of teaching at the artillery training school at Fort Sill, Oklahoma (Home
of the Field Artillery). In 1958-60 the attitude was so lax that the instructors
had a problem getting the men to stay awake to hear the lectures. During
the 1965-67 classes, however, the men, hearing the same basic lectures,
were alert and took copious notes. What made the difference in the class of
65? They knew that in less than six weeks they would be facing the enemy
in Vietnam.

Prayer from the Heart
Dear Jesus, time is in Your hands and everything belongs to You. You love
me and trust me enough to be Your steward in this life. Help me to be a
grateful, humble and responsible steward, Lord. May I be prepared to give a
good accounting of my life and all that is in it when You come in Glory. Amen.

