March 26, 2017
Scripture
John 9: 1-41
As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth.
His disciples asked him,
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?"
Jesus answered,
"Neither he nor his parents sinned;
it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him.
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day.
Night is coming when no one can work.
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
When he had said this, he spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva,
and smeared the clay on his eyes,
and said to him,
"Go wash in the Pool of Siloam" —which means Sent—.
So he went and washed, and came back able to see.
His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said,
"Isn't this the one who used to sit and beg?"
Some said, "It is, "

but others said, "No, he just looks like him."
He said, "I am."
So they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?"
He replied,
"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes
and told me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.'
So I went there and washed and was able to see."
And they said to him, "Where is he?"
He said, "I don't know."
They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees.
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath.
So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see.
He said to them,
"He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see."
So some of the Pharisees said,
"This man is not from God,
because he does not keep the sabbath."
But others said,
"How can a sinful man do such signs?"
And there was a division among them.
So they said to the blind man again,
"What do you have to say about him,
since he opened your eyes?"
He said, "He is a prophet."
Now the Jews did not believe
that he had been blind and gained his sight
until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight.
They asked them,
"Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How does he now see?"
His parents answered and said,
"We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.
We do not know how he sees now,
nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him, he is of age;
he can speak for himself."

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews,
for the Jews had already agreed
that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ,
he would be expelled from the synagogue.
For this reason his parents said,
"He is of age; question him."
So a second time they called the man who had been blind
and said to him, "Give God the praise!
We know that this man is a sinner."
He replied,
"If he is a sinner, I do not know.
One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see."
So they said to him,
"What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?"
He answered them,
"I told you already and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you want to become his disciples, too?"
They ridiculed him and said,
"You are that man's disciple;
we are disciples of Moses!
We know that God spoke to Moses,
but we do not know where this one is from."
The man answered and said to them,
"This is what is so amazing,
that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners,
but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him.
It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind.
If this man were not from God,
he would not be able to do anything."
They answered and said to him,
"You were born totally in sin,
and are you trying to teach us?"
Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"
He answered and said,
"Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?"
Jesus said to him,
"You have seen him,
the one speaking with you is he."
He said,
"I do believe, Lord," and he worshiped him.
Then Jesus said,
"I came into this world for judgment,
so that those who do not see might see,
and those who do see might become blind."
Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this
and said to him, "Surely we are not also blind, are we?"
Jesus said to them,
"If you were blind, you would have no sin;
but now you are saying, 'We see,' so your sin remains.

Our Scripture Reflection
This Sunday's Gospel contains the rich and powerful story of Jesus' healing
of a man born blind. Three most important points are put forth for us by John,
the Gospel writer:
1. When questioned by His disciples as to why the man was born into such
a pathetic situation, Jesus refuses to attribute the man's misfortune to his or
anyone's sin. Rather, Jesus teaches that this situation will be used by Him to
reveal the glory of God, an important point for us to remember.
2. The man comes to belief in Jesus in stages when questioned by the
authorities. At first, he acknowledges his healer as "that man", then "a
prophet", and finally, as "the Son of Man." The man's coming to faith is a
process that takes time, another important point to remember.
3. The man’s faith is born and deepened in the midst of adversity. The
more hostile the questioning by the authorities, the more resolute is his
response.

Food for your Journey
Three persons arrived at the Pearly Gates at the same time. St. Peter came
but said he had some pressing business and would they please wait? He was
gone a long time, but finally he came back and called one of the new arrivals
in and asked if she had minded waiting.
"No," she said, "I've looked forward to this for so long. I love God and I
can't wait to meet Jesus. I don't mind at all."
St. Peter then said, "Well, I have one more question. How do you spell
'God'?"
She said, "Capital-G-o-d."
St. Peter said, "Go right on in."
He went outside and got another new arrival, told him to come on inside,
and said, "Did you mind waiting?"
The man said, "Oh, no. I have been a Christian for fifty years, and I'll spend
eternity here. I didn't mind at all."
So St. Peter said, "Just one more thing. How do you spell 'God'?"
He said, "G-o-d. No, I mean capital-G."
St. Peter said that was good and sent him into heaven.
St. Peter went back out and invited the third person in and asked her if
she had minded waiting.
"As a matter of fact, I did," she replied. "I've had to stand in line all my
life - at the supermarket, when I went to school, when I registered my
children for school, when I went to the movies - everywhere - and I resent
having to wait in line for heaven now!"
St. Peter said, "Well, that's all right for you to feel that way. It won't be
held against you, but there is just one more question. How do you spell
'Czechoslovakia'?"

A Prayer from the Heart
Dear Jesus, Open my eyes and remove the blindness which is my lack of
faith. Help me to see and acknowledge you as my Lord and Savior. Amen.

