Daily Reflections
February 21, 2017
Scripture
Mark 9:30-37
Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey through Galilee,
but he did not wish anyone to know about it.
He was teaching his disciples and telling them,
"The Son of Man is to be handed over to men
and they will kill him,
and three days after his death the Son of Man will rise."
But they did not understand the saying,
and they were afraid to question him.
They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house,
he began to ask them,
"What were you arguing about on the way?"
But they remained silent.
For they had been discussing among themselves on the way
who was the greatest.

Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them,
"If anyone wishes to be first,
he shall be the last of all and the servant of all."
Taking a child, he placed it in their midst,
and putting his arms around it, he said to them,
"Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me;
and whoever receives me,
receives not me but the One who sent me."

Our Scripture Reflection:
In today's Gospel text Jesus predicts His passionate and death for the
second time only to discover His disciples arguing over status and
greatness. He will once again attempt to teach them that true greatness
runs contrary to worldly thinking. With Jesus as the role model, true
greatness comes only from humbling oneself.

Food for your Journey:
It may sound strange to speak of the relationship between parents and
children in terms of hospitality. But it belongs to the center of the Christian
message that children are not properties to own and rule over, but gifts to
cherish and care for. Our children are our most important guests, who enter
into our home, ask for careful attention, stay for a while and then leave to
follow their own way. Children are strangers whom we have to get to know.
They have their own style, their own rhythm and their own capacities for
good and evil. They cannot be explained by looking at their parents.
Many parents question the value of baptism of newborn babies. But one
important aspect of early baptism is that, when the parents bring their child
to the church, they are reminded that the child is not their own private
property, but a gift from God given to a community that is much larger than
the immediate family.
--Henri J. M. Nouwen, Reaching Out (Doubleday Image, 1985), 81, 83.

A Prayer from the Heart,

Dear Jesus, Please give me the Grace to live the example You taught
with Your very life. Amen.

